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Data looks at post-pandemic proficiency

There’s a wide difference in
testing scores among school
districts, student populations

By EILEEN 0'GRADY
Monitor staff

In Concord, elementary school
students scored higher on state
reading and math assessments than
they did last year, but proficiency lev-
els at Concord High School continue

SUNDAY

I

@)
L,

- MONITOR

concordmontior.com i Concord, New Hampshire

EDUCATION

to decline, according to state data.

Districtwide, math scores have
risen slightly from 27% proficiency
last year to 30% proficiency this year,
according to results from tests taken
in the spring. But reading scores
have generally declined from 47%
proficiency last year to 43% profi-
ciency this year.

Concord’s scores are well below
this year’s statewide average of 51%
reading proficiency and 40% math
proficiency.

The most progress was made
among Concord’s third and fourth
graders, with third graders jumping
eight percentage points in reading
proficiency and nine percentage
points in math proficiency compared
to last year. Concord High School
11th graders didn’t score so well,
dropping 13 percentage points in
reading proficiency and nine per-
centage points in math proficiency
compared to last year.

“The district has been doing a lot

of focus on interventions in reading
and in math,” Concord assistant su-
perintendent Kimberly Yarlott said
Wednesday. “We’re going to continue
to monitor and we are going to disag-
gregate the data to see different pop-
ulations of students who did well or
didn’t do well. We definitely have
work to do.”

New Hampshire statewide as-
sessment data, from testing that oc-

SEE STUDENTS A3

At Pembroke facility, pre-fabrication speeds up multi-home construction process

Wallace Manufacturing employees Alan Twambly, left, Adam Colby and Brendan Sargent work on assembling trusses at their Pembroke facility.

BUILDING SOLUTIONS

By DAVID BROOKS
Monitor staff

verybody agrees that New Hampshire, like most of
the industrialized world, needs more housing. Ev-
erybody also agrees that it’s hard to find enough
skilled craftspeople to build the housing and that
the result is too expensive.
A partial solution exists, however: pre-fabrication, or
building the various parts of the structure in a factory and
assembling them on site. In individual housing, this is rare

“For anything that’s 100,000 square feet and up, prefab
will make a lot of sense,” said John Tauriello, president and

CEO of Wallace Building Products.

doors.

and carries the unfair stigma of low-rent trailers, but for
apartment buildings it is becoming more common.

The 21-year-old company builds roof trusses at a plant
in Pembroke and wall panels at a plant in Danbury, with a
small design office in Claremont. Much of the time they as-
semble them at the site of apartments or commercial
buildings, creating the building frame that in traditional
“stick-built” construction would have been assembled,
piece by piece, by individual construction workers out-
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Fight against human trafficking intensifies

NH Task Force says there were
73 cases reported in 2021, and that
the majority were for sex trafficking

By LAURA ARMAN
For the Monitor

Darlene Pawlik vividly remembers the mo-
ment her 14-year-old self was taken to Plais-
tow, N.H., by a physician — not for medical
treatment, but for sex.

Pawlik had just been bought by this older
man.

“So, why are you doing this?” he asked.

“Uh - just bored, nothing else to do,” Pawlik
said.

But it was not boredom that got her there.
She had been carefully chosen and groomed by
another man. She didn’t know how to escape.

She was one of New Hampshire’s human
trafficking victims.

In 2020, more than 10,500 trafficking cases
were reported in the United States. Densely
populated states like California, Texas,
Florida and New York see far more instances
of human trafficking than New Hampshire,
but that doesn’t mean the Granite State is im-
mune.

In 2017, 44 active human trafficking cases
were reported in the state, according to a re-
port by the New Hampshire Human Traffick-
ing Collaborative Task Force, an organization
aimed to combat human trafficking. In 2021,
there were 73 cases reported — a majority were
sex trafficking.

The Task Force consists of New Hampshire
law enforcement, service providers, attorneys,

SEE TRAFFICKING A5
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Darlene Pawlik was once terrified of the old mill
buildings in downtown Manchester from the dark
memories of her youth.
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Zoning
could
usher in
new era

City planners look to residents
for help in planning for future
development in key areas

By JAMIE L. COSTA
Monitor staff

The intersection of Loudon Road
and East Side Drive is a congested,
high-traffic area with a closed all-
you-can-eat restaurant, a car wash,
a nail salon and fast-food chains set
back from the street.

A new vision for that part of the
city replaces the large parking lots,
staggered buildings and unsafe
pedestrian conditions with a design
that looks a lot like downtown Con-
cord — two-story buildings pulled
tight against a wide sidewalk offer-
ing retail stores on the ground level
with housing above, outdoor patio
seating and trees and lampposts
separating the sidewalk from the
street.

Further up Loudon Road, in the
area of the almost vacant Steeple-
gate Mall, city planners see trees
and green spaces running the length
of the property with apartment
buildings, townhouses, single-family
homes and retail stores filling a
more walkable community.

Across Concord on Fisherville
Road, a cluster of mostly vacant lots
and scattered structures could be-
come a vibrant community mix of
apartments featuring intercon-
nected side streets and sidewalks.

None of these visions are current
proposals the city has in hand;
rather, they are examples of what
Concord could look like if significant
changes are made to its zoning
laws.

Through several public presenta-
tions last summer, City Planner

SEE CONCORD A3

FROM THE AUTHOR
Finding
Harriet

Dame

By MIKE PRIDE
For the Monitor

Late one autumn night in 1883,
Harriet Patience Dame sat at her
blind sister’s bedside at Pineland, a
rest home in Con-
cord. Mary Ellen
Shackford, the sis-
ter, had broken her
arm in a fall. After
reading her sister to
sleep, Dame turned
to a matter she had
put off for months.

Congress  was
considering grant-
ing her a pension for her work as a
Civil War nurse. The congressman
overseeing the bill needed a thor-
ough account of her military exploits.
That night, Dame was so tired that
her hand soon strayed outside the
lines on the paper. It was 3 a.m. be-
fore she finished. Her letter was 5,000

Harriet Dame

SEE DAME A6

YOUR LIFE

DITCH THE RAKE

Raking dead leaves is a chore,
but it's one that can be left
alone if the leaves are, too.
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The fight intensifies

TRAFFICKING FROM A1

and other state agencies.

The Task Force said it re-
ceived more than 100 tips on
human trafficking in the state
last year. The tips included
adult and child victims in ev-
ery county. More than 80% of
those tips involved sex traf-
ficking.

“A lot of things that are hap-
pening are very hidden,” said
Tori Nevel, the director of the
Task Force and the Human
Trafficking Project Specialist
at the New Hampshire Coali-
tion Against Domestic and
Sexual Violence.

Groomed and sold

Pawlik’s story began in
Haverhill, Mass. She grew up
in a turbulent and abusive
household. Pawlik was just a
toddler when she was sexually
abused in her grandmother’s
barn.

“He did a lot,” Pawlik said
of the abuse. “There was also
actual touching and stuff like
that, and he would encourage
me to touch him.”

And when Pawlik was 12,
she was molested by another
family member.

“That was when my world
spun completely out of con-
trol,” Pawlik said. “Once that
happened, it brought up all of
the rage, all of the hurt, all of
the rejection — everything that
was contained in me from the
early childhood abuse, rose
right to the surface.”

A man who called himself
“Ace” became Pawlik’s escape
from reality.

Ace came into her neigh-
borhood when Pawlik was 11.

“He was friendly to all the
kids,” Pawlik said.

“He would hang around
and talk to us kids — he made
himself a real fixture in the
neighborhood.”

What began as a harmless
conversation with Ace then es-
calated into something else.
Ace would invite Pawlik into
his car during conversations.

Not long after, Ace started to
take Pawlik back into his
apartment and have sex with
her. Pawlik was 13, Ace was
25.

“He made me think that it
was my idea,” Pawlik said. “He
was gentle and slow in the
grooming process.”

By that time, people in the
neighborhood had used Pawlik
at parties and passed her
around. And at 13, Pawlik was
exposed to having sex with
strangers.

But it was on Pawlik’s 14th
birthday when things finally
took a toll.

Although Pawlik’s life has
been tumultuous, her house-
hold still celebrated birthdays.

“My mom came home that
morning from running some
errands and I said, ‘It’s my
birthday, and she was like,
‘Uh-huh,” ” Pawlik said.

Pawlik’s mother threw her
two crumpled dollar bills on
the table.

“Here,” her mother said, as
she walked passed her.

Irritated, Pawlik called Ace
to celebrate her birthday.

“He sold me that very day
to a man from Atkinson, N.H.,”
Pawlik said.

From there, she was sold
and trafficked to buyers in
New Hampshire, Mas-
sachusetts and Maine for four
years between 1981 and 1985.

‘Modern slavery’

Jennifer O’Brien, assistant
professor at the University of
New Hampshire’s Depart-
ment of Social Work, said chil-
dren who are survivors of sex-
ual abuse, physical abuse, ne-
glect, drug use, homelessness
or have been involved with the
juvenile systems are at “risk”
of exploitation.

“The biggest risk factor for
future trauma is past trauma,”
O’Brien said.

Human trafficking was only
criminalized federally in Octo-
ber 2000 under the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act.

“The two main statutes are

the forced labor statute and
the sex trafficking statute,”
said Mark Zuckerman, Chief
of the Criminal Division at the
New Hampshire U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office.

The forced labor statute in-
volves somebody being forced
or threatened with serious
harm to them or somebody
else that causes them to en-
gage in labor. The sex traffick-
ing statute involves forcing
somebody into commercial
sex acts with the element of
force, fraud, or coercion.

“It is essentially a modern
slavery statute,” Zuckerman
said.

Penalties for forced labor
include a sentence of up to 20
years imprisonment. Sex traf-
ficking penalties range from a
minimum of 10 years impris-
onment to life.

The second forced labor
prosecution in the country
happened in New Hampshire
in 2003. Kate O’Dell and Timo-
thy Bradley brought five work-
ers from Jamaica to work for
Bradley’s Tree Service. They
were forced to work in crude
conditions, their passports
and plane tickets were taken
away and they were underpaid
for their work.

O’Dell and Bradley were
sentenced to five-year impris-
onments and fined more than
$25,000.

Zuckerman said prosecut-
ing traffickers could be tricky.
Since the human trafficking
law was passed in 2000, New
Hampshire has had one fed-
eral conviction for forced labor
and one conviction for sex traf-
ficking.

“These statistics do not
capture the true scope of hu-
man trafficking prosecutions,”
Zuckerman wrote in a follow-
up email. “It is not uncommon
to bring an alternative charge
in a human trafficking mat-
ter.”

Some sex trafficking inves-
tigations result in charges like
child pornography. While
forced labor cases may be
charged as alien harboring or
fraud.

Zuckerman said using dif-

ferent charges could work
“better strategically.”

In 2014, the human traffick-
ing statute was strengthened.
Among other things, it in-
creased protection for adult
and juvenile victims, and ac-
countability for traffickers was
enhanced.

“Our biggest role is contin-
uing to make sure that victims
and survivors ... are being
represented and (to hold) per-
petrators accountable,” said
Pamela Keilig, a public policy
specialist at the Coalition
Against Domestic and Sexual
Violence. “(We have to) make
sure that our efforts across
the state are up to date, rele-
vant and victim-centered so
that we aren’t punishing vic-
tims for crimes that they didn’t
commit because they are traf-
ficked.”

Last year, New Hampshire
Gov. Chris Sununu signed
House Bill 189, which exempts
child victims from facing crim-
inal penalties for non-violent
offenses committed as a result
of human trafficking such as
drug or prostitution charges,
into law.

The statute on human traf-
ficking also applies to victims
who are non-U.S. nationals.
Immigration relief is available
from the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services, which
will allow them to stay in the
country if they are cooperat-
ing with law enforcement in a
trafficking case.

On average, one out of five
of the trafficking victims iden-
tified in New Hampshire is a
foreign national, while the rest
are U.S. citizens.

The issue has remained so
under the radar in New Hamp-
shire that the first safe house
for trafficking victims only
opened in June of this year.

“We are providing long-
term safe housing that in-
cludes intensive case manage-
ment,” Bethany Cottrell, the
executive director and
founder of Brigid’s House of
Hope, said. “We’re ensuring
that the victims or survivors
have a safe home ... as they
create a plan and goals for

them
dent.”

The house remains in a
classified location to protect
victims.

Investigations on human
trafficking are led by Michael
Posanka, resident agent in
charge of the Homeland Secu-
rity Investigation in New
Hampshire.

“When we receive a lead re-
lating to human trafficking ...
our first step is always to en-
sure the safety of the victim,”
Posanka said.

“From there, once we’re
satisfied that the victims are
stabilized ... we seek to inter-
view.”

When there is a minor in-
volved in the investigation, the
Department of Children,
Youth and Family Services are
engaged in the process.

... to become indepen-

Growing prosecution

Although the fight to com-
bat human trafficking is inten-
sifying, human trafficking
cases in the state continue to
make headlines.

Last year, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice sentenced a
New Hampshire man, Steven
Tucker, to 21 years in federal
prison followed by five years of
supervised release for sex
trafficking a minor and operat-
ing a prostitution and drug en-
terprise.

The court also ordered
$20,800 in restitution to the vic-
tims.

In March, Tyler Townsend
of Dover was accused of sex
trafficking a minor. Prosecu-
tors said Townsend advertised
the victim on the website
backpage.com for commercial
sex transactions between July
and September 2017.

In April, the DOJ issued a
news release indicating nine
members associated with a
nationwide sex trafficking and
prostitution enterprise who
have carried out crimes
throughout the country, in-
cluding New Hampshire.

On July 12, the U.S. Mar-
shal Service District of New
Hampshire issued a notice in
an attempt to locate and ar-

rest Dwan Anderson, a man
believed to have ties to human
trafficking.

As for Pawlik, she managed
to get out of trafficking just be-
fore she turned 18 by faking an
abortion in 1985. Pawlik con-
vinced her last trafficker she
was getting an abortion of his
child after he had threatened
to kill her if she didn’t.

Pawlik got her high school
diploma by taking the General
Educational Development test
and became a nurse.

To date, Ace remains a free
man. The Haverhill Police De-
partment said they are “statu-
torily prohibited” from dis-
cussing the case.

Zuckerman  said  the
biggest challenge in human
trafficking in New Hampshire
is the resources and funding.

This year, Brigid’s House of
Hope received more than
$580,000 of funding from the
DOJ’s Office for Victims of
Crimes. The rest of the
house’s funding comes from
the Bureau of Housing Sup-
port, local foundations,
fundraisers, businesses and
individuals who donate to the
cause. It will be holding one of
those fundraisers in Laconia.

Trafficking is not isolated to
one particular city or region. It
has occurred in each of the ten
counties within New Hamp-
shire, according to the task
force.

Advocates hope more fund-
ing will be available through
the state budget as awareness
continues to grow.

“Governor Sununu wel-
comes and encourages collab-
oration among stakeholders
and legislators to address
needs within the biannual bud-
get process. The more atten-
tion that is focused on this
crime will increase the likeli-
hood that victims will feel
comfortable coming forward
and the more difficult it will be
for traffickers to hide in the
shadows,” Zuckerman said.
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Laura Arman is an inves-
tigative journalist based in
New Hampshire. She is not a
member of the Monitor’s staff.

DOES YOUR SPINE HAVE SUBLUXATIONS?

Misalignments in the spine are called SUBLUXATIONS.
They happen when your body can’t adapt to stressors,
injuries, impacts and microtraumas like prolonged sitting
at a computer. These subluxations cause dysfunction of
the muscles, joints and nerves and can be a source of pain,

postural shifts and unwanted health conditions.

Headaches?

Neck pain?
Sciatica?
Infant colic?
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pediatric development for
New Hampshire families!
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